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“Benaka” theatre troupe came into existence during June 1974 under the guidance of  International theatre legend and the pioneer of amateur theatre in Karnataka late Sri. B.V. Karanth. From its inception the troupe has been staging Kannada plays having social impact and depicting dynamic nature of Socio-Cultural scenario. 
 “Benaka” has been performing all over the country for the last three decades with major productions to its credits like “Sattavara Neralu”(300 performances), “Hayavadana” (100 performances) & “Jokumaraswamy”(200 performances) “Kattle Belaku”,“Tabarana Kathe” , “Hamlet”, “Kage Kunitha”, “Yamaranjane”. and grand revival of Pu.Ti. Narasimhachar’s poetical  play “ Gokula Nirgamana”, the master piece of the director late. Sri. B.V. Karanth.
	[image: image2.jpg]



	‘Jokumaraswamy’ – a folk play written by Dr. Chandrashekara Kambar has won most coveted ‘Kamala Devi Chatopadhyaya’ award. This play is designed to be performed in ‘Sannata’ ‘Doddata’ and ‘Janapada’ folk form, which is most popular in the northern part of Karnataka. 

The backdrop of the play is rural and the subject is exploitation of have-nots. The story revolves round three characters – The feudal landlord - Gowda, his wife Gowdathi and the village rebel Basannya. Gowda in his usual habit of grabbing the lands of the poor indulges in killing the father of the rebel youth Basannaya. In turn Basannya revolts.


	The God ‘Jokumaraswamy’ is the symbol of fertility and people believe that the God if prayed blesses the infertile women to beget a child. The wife of Gowda fed up with impotent antics of her husband and performs the pooja of Lord Jokumaraswamy and by mistake feeds the ‘Prasada’ to the rebel Basannaya who wins her heart. Gowdathi becomes pregnant and realizing this Gowda kills Basannya.

The director of the play late. Sri. B.V. Karanth who was a legendary theatre person has designed a wonderful presentation with his visual imagination and unique narration. The music scored by Dr. Chandrashekar Kambar himself has all the ingredients of folk tunes and highly delightful. The content of the play is contemporary and relevant even to this date.


